Each chapter is devoted to describing one particular distribution. Typical information provided in each chapter includes the distribution parameters, distribution function, probability function and moment generating function. The mean and variance of each distribution (and up to the first four moments) are usually presented. Line graphs of probability functions are also included for most distributions.
Silla relates that leprosy is not only a physical aliment, but carries a deep-felt social stigma that has been present in almost every culture since biblical times. Those who have leprosy are called lepers. There is no other disease in the English language aside from leprosy in which the disease identifies the person. There is no equivalent term for a person who has cancer or AIDS; they are simply cancer patients or people suffering from AIDS. Leprosy transforms those who contract it not only physically but emotionally and socially.
To provide a biological basis for understanding leprosy, the clinical symptoms of the disease are described. The disease begins with discolored patches on the forehead or arms. The patches may progress to open sores and neuropathy. The trademarks of this disease, which include loss of fingers and limbs and the erosion of nose cartilage, are not a result of the bacteria itself, but due to reduced peripheral neurlation. Thus, there is an increased chance of injury and infection in these areas leading to gangrene and tissue damage. Leprosy, like other bacterial infections may regress without intervention. But, there is the possibility of recurrence after such remissions. Even those who overcome the illness experience diminished social privileges.
The degree to which one suffers social limitations depends on the individual's physical disabilities and the community's perception of leprosy. In the remote village of Gwansolo, for example, the social and emotional transformation brought about by leprosy is recounted through the experiences of a former leprosy patient, Saran Keita. Although she overcame the disease, she contracted leprosy at an early age and encountered tremendous hardships throughout her life. It is through her personal story that many other aspects of this disease are illuminated in subsequent chapters of the book.
Leprosy in a global context is discussed. Mali's cultural history with respect to leprosy as well as its changing political and economic scene throughout this century are described. In pre-colonial, days traditional African healers treated lepers with herbal concoctions with varying degrees of success. With European colonization, missionaries dispensed their medicines including antibiotics, and African governments began to establish specialized institutions to aid lepers. In the late 1950s the World Health Organization (WHO) and UNICEF began to provide funding and technical support for maintaining the health institutions and colonies for lepers. The book ends by acknowledging the new and persistent struggles that people with leprosy continue to endure.
Leprosy and Identity in Twentieth-Century Mali is a well-written documentary on the social history of leprosy. Though the book discusses many aspects of leprosy, it is still cohesive. It is well-researched and written with depth and clarity, particularly in the anecdotal descriptions of the local expressions and sayings. For example, the Minianka expression, "You are as happy as lice in the hair of a leper," a reference to the fact that without fingers lepers can't pick out their lice. Expressions such as this add somewhat grim comic relief to the serious and grave subject of leprosy and make the book very enjoyable to read while still introspective and thought-provoking.
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